Food Ministry Summary 2011

The Food Ministry exists to provide meals for fellow parishioners in need.  They could be experiencing illness, stress, or a new baby.  Currently, there are 25 people signed up to prepare meals for the Ministry.  
This year the Food Ministry was advertized in the E-Courier and Church bulletin for several weeks at two different times during the year.  I also sent recruitment flyers to Nicole Franco and Anne Taylor who passed them out to youth parents on Sunday morning and to EYC.  These actions produced a few more participants.  The Food Ministry was represented at the Ministry Fair.  At this time, five people joined.  
I use a computer program www. TakeThemAMeal.com to coordinate the meals for those in need.  I also make phone calls when the need is immediate or the individual in need lives a significant distance from church.  Most members of the Food Ministry reside in Orlando and are young mothers or work full time.  Travel time for delivery is important.  Fay Chandler has kindly given me names in specific zip codes (like Windermere) of church members who are not on the Food Ministry but might be willing to help out in their area of town.  
This year there were at least nine requests for food ranging from a meal every other day for a week to a meal for every other day for 3 weeks.  I have requested a small budget in 2012 to have food on hand in the church freezer for immediate needs.  At times it has been difficult to have a meal made and delivered in 4 hours.  
The Food Ministry provides a beneficial and appreciated service to the Cathedral and I enjoy being the coordinator.  New members would be much appreciated.  
Tyler Jackson

