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An important focus of the Men’s Ministry at St. Luke’s for several years has been the annual Men’s Retreat at El Caribe Hotel in Daytona Beach.  The retreat provides an opportunity for real spiritual growth and maturity as well as to connect in fellowship with other men in the church. For us it’s a weekend setting in sharing, studying, encouraging and developing godly men as husbands, fathers, leaders, employees and employers. About 60 men attended the retreat beginning with dinner at 6:00 p.m., on Friday, September 23 and concluded after breakfast on Sunday following our worship service on the beach at sunrise.  The feedback that we received through an evaluation sheet before we left to return home indicated very positive experiences. 

Our former Dean, The Reverend Doctor Richard Lobs was our retreat leader.  The topic for the weekend was The Holiness of God.  With music chosen to be effective in setting a worshipful, meaningful tone to each session, followed by the insightful teaching of Rick Lobs, and with other activities scheduled for Saturday afternoon to relax, swim, golf, etc., it became a welcomed retreat for all of us.  Following the sessions on Friday and Saturday evening we would meet together again for questions, comments and discussion with Rick on a variety of topics. It was a wonderful time for challenging us men and causing us to look at our own lives and our walk with Christ. If any of you gentlemen have not attended the men’s retreat, please consider joining us. We would be so happy to have you attend the next retreat. 

The Design Team of The Men’s Ministry met monthly at a local restaurant for breakfast to plan the retreat and the Third Thursday Dinner Meetings. The team felt it necessary to have an event each month in the Great Hall to continue the work of the men’s ministry begun each year at the Men’s Retreat. Those who were unable to attend the Men’s Retreat were invited to the Third Thursday Dinner Meetings. 
Attendance of the Third Thursday Dinners fluctuated greatly (upwards of 60 one month, less than 20 another month). Factors which could be influencing attendance include the challenges of being away from family another night of the work week, and the wide range of tastes, interests, and responsibilities of men.  When the design team met in December, it was decided to suspend the monthly dinner meetings until such time that we can become more effective in reaching out to all men in the church.

It is our wish that you remember to pray for the men’s ministry. Pray for a continued ministry that will challenge, motivate, and inspire men to grow spiritually through authentic relationships with other men with Jesus Christ at the center. This would include their work place, their neighborhood or their recreational pursuits. 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”  Proverbs 27:17

Ture Larson, Men’s Ministry Leader
