MUSIC ANNUAL REPORT: JANUARY, 2012
Music ministry continues to be a vital part of life and faith at St. Luke’s, where we value and nurture a very important tradition – one of the most noteworthy music programs in the Episcopal Church. The Lord provides the abilities and resources for all of us to glorify him through worship and music. Our music ministry is fully pastoral, educational, and artistic in nature.

We are blessed with truly devoted staff: Diane Maxson, my assistant, Claire Hodge, Orlando Deanery Girls Choir director, and Melissa Ramb, Choristers director as well as faithful volunteers. More than 200 talented professional musicians, amateurs, children, and parents regularly gather here to plan, practice, and create beautiful music for over 100 events each year. We also provide a unique and spiritually inspiring environment for performances by hundreds of regional and international artists.

Outreach ministry is a major component of our mission. Not only do our choirs draw singers from many backgrounds, but we also send them out as ambassadors to perform, inspire, teach, and witness.  With high profile in the local community and beyond, we collaborate often with other musicians, churches, choirs, and orchestras.

Our 2011 wrap-up:
· Cathedral Series continues with quality programming, supported by financial contributions from individuals and grants. Horns & Pipes, Young Musicians in Concert, King of Kings silent film, Tenebrae for Good Friday, God and Country, Gala Concert and Silent Auction, Advent Lessons & Carols, Christmas Lessons & Carols, and Handel’s Messiah.

· We are sad to say that Horns & Pipes, one of our most popular and widely attended concerts, was cancelled due to bad weather. 

· Young Musicians in Concert was a collaboration of the Metropolitan Area Youth Symphony (MAYS), the Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir with Men’s Choir, The Geneva School Rhetoric Choir, and St. Luke’s Cathedral Choir.
· King of Kings, Cecil B. DeMille’s silent movie epic, was performed by famous organ improvisateur David Briggs. Mr. Briggs also conducted an American Guild of Organists workshop that was open to the public the next day.
· God and Country, a concert commemorating the 10-year anniversary of 9/11 was sung by the Cathedral Choir accompanied by Brassworks. The Cathedral Bagpipe Band performed as well.
· Gala Concert and Silent Auction was for the benefit of the Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir helping them to raise money for their Anglican Heritage Tour to England, August, 2012. Performing with them was the Life is Beautiful Chamber Players with vocalist and alumni Ashley Lochead. Chamber Orchestra Beautiful Music Muse Ensemble also performed with the choirs.
· Advent Lessons and Carols was performed by our Cathedral Chamber Singers and was very well received.
· The Geneva School choirs came back to sing here for their annual event Christmas Lessons & Carols. It was wonderfully received by The Geneva School parents and Cathedral members.

· Christmas Lesssons and Carols was performed by the Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir with Men’s Choir and was exceptionally well received.

· Our Boychoir and Girls Choir, by special invitation, sang a concert at the White House and traveled to Washington, DC on December 19, performed the morning of the 20th, and returned home the next evening. Media coverage was extensive with news appearing on NBC, FOX network, and ABC – both local and national level.

· Along with numerous performances at Sundays services, in June, our Boychoir and Girls Choir performed their end-of-year Homecoming Evensong along with choir graduations, and the next day, sang with Hazel Somerville’s children’s choir from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. Hazel is the founder of the Orlando Deanery Girls Choir.

· The Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir, as well as performing locally, also performed concerts in Tallahassee, Leesburg, and DeBary as well as for weddings. The Tallahassee program included both a full concert and a Hymn Festival for an Annual Church Music Conference, by special invitation.
· The Cathedral Chamber Singers participated in the IDignity Christmas concert at Lake Eola.  

· Family Choir, a time when anyone in the congregation can come up to the gallery and sing as part of the choir, sang during the month of August.

· We hosted Timber Creek High School’s choir performance in May.

· Fall, 2010 Bach’s Lunch season had very low attendance so it was decided not to do a Fall, 2011 season. Many people contacted the music department expressing interest the series. Bach’s Lunch will be back for the Spring, 2012 season.
· Diocesan events that included music were the Acolyte Festival, two Ordinations, Diocesan Children’s Choir Camp, and The Daughters of the King meeting, all involving many musicians, singers, and volunteers.

· As a testament to the influence of this music ministry, many young people from our choirs are currently majoring in music in college and some are directing church choirs and playing organ or other instruments professionally. 
Some Upcoming events for 2012
· Bach’s Lunch begins on February 2 and will feature 9 concerts. 
· February 9 – Requiem by Gabriel Faure, featuring the Lake Brantley High School Concert Chorus with the Cathedral Choir, conducted by Cathedral Choir member Carlton Kilpatrick.
· February 12 – Horns & Pipes happily returning.
· March 11 – Lenten Evensong with the Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir.
· March 18 – Messe Solenelle with St. James Catholic Cathedral Choir, our Cathedral Choir and the UCF Concert Chorus. Directed by UCF’s Dr. David L. Brunner with organists Wm. Glenn Osborne and Ben Lane.
· April 6 – Tenebrae for Good Friday with the Cathedral Chamber Singers.
· April 12 – Concert by the UCF Chamber Singers.
· April 29 – Eastertide Evensong with the Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir.
· June 10 – Annual Homecoming Evensong with the Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir, Men’s Choir, with Alumni and Alumnae.
· End of August, the Orlando Deanery Boychoir and Girls Choir leave on their Anglican Heritage Tour where they will be singing week-long residencies at St. Paul’s Cathedral , London, and Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.
Faithfully,

Canon Benjamin Lane
Cathedral Musician
