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The youth ministry at the Cathedral finished its 17th year strong, reaching teens from 16 various schools from throughout the Orlando Metro area. 
The year began with EYC on January 9 hosting a guest speaker who came in and taught the youth about homelessness in Orlando. The students engaged by making bags of snacks and toiletries that they could hand out to homeless people on the streets. EYC continued each Sunday night with four rotating themes; service, guy/girls issues, spirituality, and extreme games night.

Sunday school attendance has grown. We average 10-12 students each week. The 8-12th graders meet with Anne Taylor to discuss the Sunday readings. This lectionary based discussion has been a good model as it helps them to engage more in church since they have just gone over the readings.

The Annual EYC Dude Ranch Retreat was on February 4-6th. The retreat took place at our new location, The Westgate River Ranch in Lake Wales, FL. We had a total of 42 students and 8 adults participating in the weekend where they heard the Gospel and responded. We partnered with Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Jacksonville.
In June the teens participated in our Cathedral VBS where we had over 25 teens serving as crew and station leaders.  Serve the City was June 11-14th. The teens volunteered at: Clean the World, Orlando Day Nursery, Westminster Towers and the Ronald McDonald House.  
The Back to School Retreat was a great way to begin another school year in late August. The retreat helped kids understand that God is with them in school as much as he is anywhere in their lives. We partnered with College Park Baptist Church and Sacred Heart Catholic along with Holy Spirit Episcopal Church. 
The EYC kick-off drew parents and teens together to enjoy dinner and hear about the year ahead in youth ministry.  Several new families joined us and our new 6th graders were welcomed into the EYC community.
The Honduras mission experience was August 1-9th. We took 25 college students, teens and adults on this short term mission experience. This was Dean Clark’s first trip to Our Little Roses and he thoroughly enjoyed the experience. The teens led the week with their creative energy and touched the hearts of the girls at OLR. We plan to return July 30th, 2012.

 In July we drove to South Carolina for the Edge Retreat in partnership with College Park Baptist Church and Holy Spirit Apopka for a week. The speaker was a Chaplain from Birmingham. The kids had many fun events to enjoy while at camp. Throughout the entire year, we’ll continue to grow a close community of teens and adult leaders who all share a passion and desire to know, love and serve Jesus Christ. 
Yours in ministry with youth,

Canon Anne Taylor
